
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
MIKE PEIFER

Sportsmen’s Report

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
HARRISBURG, PA
PERMIT NO. 432

As you well know, Pennsylvania 
offers great hunting and fishing op-
portunities. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity as your state representative to 
inform you of some of the happen-
ings that are taking place in the Leg-
islature dealing with the outdoors. 
This newsletter will help keep you 
up-to-date on things that have re-
cently happened and issues that I 
will be working on in the future to 
support local sportsmen and sports-
women. 

I realize the importance of safety, 
not only in hunting but in everything 
that we take part in outdoors. We 
need to stress the importance of tak-
ing precautions and acting responsi-
bly in order to make our woods and 
waters safer places. 

Good luck in all your sporting ac-
tivities for the year, and I hope that 
this newsletter is helpful and infor-
mative. If you have any questions 
about the information in this report, 
please contact my office. 

Sincerely,

Rep. Mike Peifer
139th Legislative District

Dear Sports Enthusiast,

Fall 2011

The fall hunting season has arrived, and that means our fields and forests will 
be filled with thousands of hunters. For your safety, and that of your fellow hunters, 
please be sure to follow these tips offered by the Pennsylvania Game Commission:

Basic Safety
•  Positively identify the target – Be sure you are shooting at legal game and not 
   another hunter. And never shoot at sounds or movement.
•  Know your zone of fire and never shoot at game moving between you and
   someone else.
•  Wear the mandated amount of fluorescent orange clothing and use layers of
   clothing that wick moisture, insulate and block wind or rain to help keep you 
   safe and comfortable.
•  Let someone know where you are hunting and when you will return. They 
   should alert authorities if you do not return at the appointed time.
•  Carry a basic survival kit and know how to use it.

Treestand Safety
•  Avoid permanent treestands because they weaken with age. Instead, use
   stands certified by the Treestand Manufacturers Association. Always read and
   follow the manufacturer’s guidelines.
•  Use a fall resistant restraint device, preferably a full-body harness, when 
   hunting from an elevated stand.
•  Maintain three points of contact with the climbing system, ladder or tree at
   all times when climbing.
•  Use a haul line to pull up gear. If hunting with a firearm, make sure it is 
   unloaded and the muzzle is covered. Never attach the line near the trigger
   or trigger guard.

Firearms Safety
•  Handle all firearms as if they’re loaded. Never assume they are unloaded and 
   double check to be sure.
•  Always point the muzzle in a safe direction, and don’t put your finger on the
   trigger until you are ready to shoot. 
•  Unload and place your firearm on the ground before crossing a fence, log or
   other obstacle, or climbing a tree. 
•  Shoot only when a safe and adequate backstop exists. Don’t shoot at hard, flat
   surfaces, water, or a target on the horizon. 

Safe hunting is no accident! Follow all firearm-handling and hunting rules for 
a safe and enjoyable hunting season. For more information, visit the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission website at www.pgc.state.pa.us.

Safety Tips for this Hunting Season

THINK SAFETY FIRST



New Law Addresses Powers of Game Commission Officers
A new law, Act 64 of 2010, amends the Game and Wildlife Code to clarify the pow-

ers and duties of Game Commission enforcement officers conducting stops, searches, 
inspections, and demands for identification. 

Under the law now in effect, officers may stop any means of transportation under 
reasonable suspicion or at road checkpoints, and must state the purpose of the stop. A 
badge or other official identification must be displayed at all times.

Officers may conduct warrantless searches of people, clothing, bags or containers, 
and any means of transportation or attachments with probable cause, with consent, 
due to exigent circumstances or by other established exceptions to warrant require-
ments. 

Where there is evidence of hunting, officers are authorized to conduct administra-
tive inspections of persons, licenses/permits, firearms, ammunition, game, game bags, 
tags, clothing, decoys, tree stands, coolers/containers and any means of transportation 
used as a blind or hunting location, and must state the purpose of the inspection.

An officer may only demand and secure identification from a person who is the sub-
ject of an official investigation or investigative detention, supported by reasonable sus-
picion of a violation of the Game Code. 

Be aware of your rights when you are in the field, and obey Game Commission guide-
lines at all times, and your hunting experience will continue to be excellent.

Penalties for Game Code 
Violations Increase

Under Act 54 of 2010, fines 
and penalties for a number of 
Game and Wildlife Code viola-
tions significantly increased.

Fines for illegally killing 
game or wildlife, knowingly, 
intentionally or recklessly at-
tempting, aiding, abetting, or 
conspiring in the killing of wild-
life, illegally selling game or 
animal parts, and trespassing 
while hunting are all also in-
creased.  Fines and jail time for 
violations increase, as does the 
duration of suspensions, deni-
als and revocations of licenses.

Pennsylvania Game Commission  -  www.pgc.state.pa.us

Fish and Boat Commission - www.fish.state.pa.us 

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources - www.dcnr.state.pa.us 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - www.fws.gov 
SPORTSMEN’S 

web links

The Pennsylvania Game Commission has established a "Turn-In-a-Poacher" (TIP) program to strengthen the Common-
wealth's efforts to apprehend people who are suspected of killing threatened or endangered species or big game animals.  
You can file a report about a poaching incident by calling 1-888-PGC-8001 or using the online form available at the game 
commission’s website, www.pgc.state.pa.us. 

Calls to the TIP telephone number are always answered by a secure recording device. Tips submitted using the online re-
porting system will be delivered electronically to a special email account in the agency’s Bureau of Wildlife Protection. Access 
to the recording device and email account is limited to ensure confidentiality and program integrity. Both methods of report-
ing are available to the public 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

People who provide tips can choose to remain anonymous, but if you would like to claim the $250 reward to which you 
may be entitled, you will have to provide a way for the agency to let you know that your information led to the successful 
prosecution of the accused individual and that the reward is yours. 

Information about other crimes against wildlife, such as the illegal harvest of a single deer, bear or elk, or crimes on state 
game lands, should be reported to the appropriate agency regional office serving the county in which the violation(s) oc-
curred. The Northeast Region Office is located at 3917 Memorial Highway in Dallas and can be reached by calling 570-675-
1143 or 570-675-1144. 

Help Stop Poaching in PA 1-888-PGC-8001

On Aug. 23, Rep. Mike Peifer joined postal 
officials and members of American Legion 
Post 859 of Newfoundland to unveil the new 
Pennsylvania stamp in the U.S. Postal Service’s 
(USPS) Flags of Our Nation series. Pictured, left 
to right, are: American Legion Post 859 Deputy 
Commander John “Jack” Sparks, Gloria Castillo, 
Rep. Peifer, Ronald Nier, USPS Postmaster of 
Harrisburg Robert Varano, Emil Allgeier, Lloyd 
Snell and USPS District Manager for Central 
Pennsylvania District Kevin McAdams.



Adopted 2011-12 Hunting Seasons and Bag Limits
Information also available at my district office

These are the seasons and bag limits for hunting and trapping from July 1, 2011, through June 30, 2012. Licenses for 2011-12 went on sale 
beginning June 13, 2011. 

SQUIRRELS (Combined Species): Special season for eligible junior hunters, with or without required license, and mentored youth – Oct. 8-14 (6 
daily, 12 in possession limit after first day).

SQUIRRELS (Combined Species): Oct. 15-Nov. 26; Dec. 12-23 and Dec. 26-Feb. 25 (6 daily, 12 possession).
RUFFED GROUSE: Oct. 15-Nov. 26, Dec. 12-23 and Dec. 26-Jan. 28 (2 daily, 4 possession).  
RABBIT (Cottontail) Special season for eligible junior hunters, with or without required license: Oct. 8-15 (4 daily, 8 possession).
RABBIT (Cottontail): Oct. 22-Nov. 26, Dec. 12-23 and Dec. 26-Feb. 25 (4 daily, 8 possession).
PHEASANT: Special season for eligible junior hunters, with or without required license – Oct. 8-15 (2 daily, 4 in possession).  Male pheasants 

only in WMUs 2A, 2B, 2C, 4C, 4E, 5A and 5B.  Male and female pheasants may be taken in all other WMUs.  There is no open season for the taking of 
pheasants in any Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas in any WMU.

PHEASANT: Male only in WMUs 2A, 2B, 2C, 4C, 4E, 5A and 5B – Oct. 22-Nov. 26. Male and female may be taken in all other WMUs – Oct. 22-Nov. 
26, Dec. 12-23 and Dec. 26-Feb. 4 (2 daily, 4 in possession).  There is no open season for the taking of pheasants in any Wild Pheasant Recovery Areas 
in any WMU.

BOBWHITE QUAIL: Oct. 22-Nov. 26 (4 daily, 8 possession). (Closed in WMUs 4A, 4B, 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D.)
HARES (SNOWSHOE RABBITS) OR VARYING HARES: Dec. 26–Dec. 31 (1 daily, 2 possession).
WOODCHUCKS (GROUNDHOGS): No closed season, except on Sundays, and during the antlered and antlerless deer seasons. No limit.
PORCUPINES: Sept. 1-March 31 (6 daily, 12 possession). Closed during the regular two-week firearms deer season.
CROWS: July 1-April 8, on Friday, Saturday and Sunday only.  No limit.
STARLINGS AND ENGLISH SPARROWS: No closed season, except during the antlered and antlerless deer season. No limit.
WILD TURKEY (Male or Female): Wildlife Management Units 1A, 1B and 2A (Shotgun and bow and arrow) – Oct. 29-Nov. 12 and Nov. 24-26; 

WMU 2B (Shotgun and bow and arrow) – Oct. 29-Nov. 18 and Nov. 24-26; WMUs 2C, 2D, 2E, 4A, 4B and 4D – Oct. 29-Nov. 12 and Nov. 24-26; WMUs 
2F, 2G, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4C and 4E – Oct. 29-Nov. 18 and Nov. 24-26; WMU 5A – Nov. 1-3; WMUs 5B, 5C and 5D – CLOSED TO FALL TURKEY HUNTING.

SPRING GOBBLER (Bearded bird only): Special season for eligible junior hunters, with required license, and mentored youth – April 21, 2012.  
Only 1 spring gobbler may be taken during this hunt.

SPRING GOBBLER (Bearded bird only): April 28-May 31, 2012. Daily limit 1, season limit 2.  (Second spring gobbler may be only taken by persons 
who possess a valid special wild turkey license.)  From April 28-May 12, legal hunting hours are one-half hour before sunrise until noon; from May 
14-31, legal hunting hours are one-half hour before sunrise until one-half hour after sunset.

BLACK BEAR (Statewide) Bow and Arrow only: Nov. 14-18. Only 1 bear may be taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (Statewide): Nov. 19, and Nov. 21-23. Only 1 bear may be taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (WMUs 3D, 4C, 4D, 4E, 5B and 5C): Nov. 30-Dec. 3. Only 1 bear may be taken during the license year.
BLACK BEAR (Designated Areas): Nov. 28-Dec. 3. Only 1 bear may be taken during the license year.
-   WMUs 3A and 3C;
-  Portions of WMU 3B, east of Rt. 14 from Troy to Canton, east of Rt. 154 from Canton to Rt. 220 at Laporte and east of Rt. 42 from Laporte to Rt. 

118 and that portion of 4E, East of Rt. 42; and
-  Portions of WMUs 2G in Lycoming and Clinton counties and 3B in Lycoming County that lie north of the West Branch of the Susquehanna River 

from the Rt. 405 Bridge, west to Rt. 15 at Williamsport, Rt. 15 to Rt. 220, and north of Rt. 220 to the Mill Hall exit, north of SR 2015 to Rt. 150; east of 
Rt. 150 to Lusk Run Rd. and south of Lusk Run Rd. to Rt. 120, Rt. 120 to Veterans Street Bridge to SR 1001; east of SR 1001 to Croak Hollow Rd., south 
of Croak Hollow Rd. to Rt. 664 (at Swissdale), south of Rt. 664 to Little Plum Rd. (the intersection of SR 1003), south of SR 1003 to SR 1006, south of SR 
1006 to Sulphur Run Rd., south of Sulphur Run Rd. to Rt. 44, east of Rt. 44 to Rt. 973, south of Rt. 973 to Rt. 87, west of Rt. 87 to Rt. 864, south of Rt. 864 
to Rt. 220 and west of Rt. 220 to Rt. 405 and west of Rt. 405 to the West Branch of the Susquehanna River.

ELK (Antlered or Antlerless): Oct. 31-Nov. 5.  Only one elk may be taken during the license year.  
ELK, EXTENDED (Antlered and Antlerless): Nov. 7-12. Only one elk may be taken during the license year. Eligible elk license recipients who 

haven’t harvested an elk by Nov. 6, in designated areas.
Elk, Special Conservation Tag (Antlered or Antlerless): Sept. 1-Nov. 5.  One elk tag for one antlered or antlerless elk was auctioned at the Safari 

Club International Banquet.
DEER, ARCHERY (Antlerless Only) WMUs 2B, 5C and 5D: Sept. 17-30, and Nov. 14-26.  One antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.
DEER, ARCHERY (Antlered and Antlerless) WMUs 2B, 5C and 5D: Oct. 1-Nov. 12 and Dec. 26-Jan. 28. One antlered deer per hunting license year.  

One antlerless deer with each required antlerless license. 
DEER, ARCHERY (Antlered and Antlerless) Statewide: Oct. 1-Nov. 12 and Dec. 26-Jan. 16. One antlered deer per hunting license year.  One antler-

less deer with each required antlerless license. 
DEER (Antlered and Antlerless) WMUs 1A, 1B, 2B, 3A, 3D, 4A, 4C, 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D: Nov. 28-Dec. 10.  One antlered deer per hunting license year.  

An antlerless deer with each required antlerless license. 
DEER (Antlered Only) WMUs 2A, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 3B, 3C, 4B, 4D and 4E: Nov. 28-Dec. 2. One antlered deer per hunting license year.   (Holders 

of valid DMAP antlerless deer permits may harvest antlerless deer on DMAP properties during this period.)
DEER (Antlered and Antlerless) WMUs 2A, 2C, 2D, 2E, 2F, 2G, 3B, 3C, 4B, 4D and 4E: Dec. 3-10.  One antlered deer per hunting license year.  An 

antlerless deer with each required antlerless license. 
DEER, ANTLERLESS (Statewide): Oct. 20-22.  Junior and Senior License Holders, Disabled Person Permit (to use a vehicle) Holders, and Pennsylva-

nia residents serving on active duty in U.S. Armed Services or in the U.S. Coast Guard only, with required antlerless license. Also included are persons 
who have reached or will reach their 65th birthday in the year of the application for a license and hold a valid adult license, or qualify for license and 
fee exemptions under section 2706.  One antlerless deer with each required antlerless license. 

DEER, ANTLERLESS MUZZLELOADER (Statewide): Oct. 15-22.  An antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.  
DEER, ANTLERED OR ANTLERLESS FLINTLOCK (Statewide): Dec. 26-Jan. 16.  One antlered deer per hunting license year, or one antlerless deer 

and an additional antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.  
DEER, ANTLERED OR ANTLERLESS FLINTLOCK (WMUs 2B, 5C, 5D): Dec. 26-Jan. 28.  One antlered deer per hunting license year, or one antlerless 

deer and an additional antlerless deer with each required antlerless license.  
DEER, Antlerless (WMUs 2B, 5C and 5D):  Dec. 26-Jan. 28. An antlerless deer with each required antlerless license. 
DEER, ANTLERLESS (Military Bases):  Hunting permitted on days established by the U.S. Department of the Army at Letterkenny Army Depot, 

Franklin County; New Cumberland Army Depot, York County; and Fort Detrick, Raven Rock Site, Adams County.  An antlerless deer with each required 
antlerless license.  

1-888-PGC-8001

THINK SAFETY FIRST



STATE  REPRESENTATIVE MIKE PEIFER
1 3 9 t h   Le gi s l at i ve  D i s t r i c t
DISTRICT OFFICE:
32 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Honesdale, PA  18431
(570) 253-5533      Fax (570) 253-8046
HOURS:  Monday - Friday  9 A.M. - 4:30 P.M.

    District Office Here to Serve You
My district office at 32 Commercial Street, Suite 300 in Honesdale offers constituents assistance with state-related concerns and issues. 

Services that my staff and I can assist with include:
 Information about legislation.
 Driver’s license and vehicle registration applications and renewals.
 Assistance with PennDOT paperwork (lost cards, changes, corrections, 
     special registration plates, vanity plates, and temporary placards for disabled persons). 
 PACE and PACENET applications for seniors.
 Property Tax and Rent Rebate applications.
 Voter registration forms and absentee ballot applications.
 State tax forms.
 Student aid applications.
 Referrals to agencies to resolve state-related matters.

Please also contact me through my legislative website at RepPeifer.com.

Sign Up or Tell a Friend About My Sportsmen’s Mailing List
If you are interested in receiving the sportsmen’s newsletter, please provide your name and mailing address in the space 

provided below, and return this card in the mail.  Your name will be added to the mailing list and you will receive any future 
mailings that will provide you with an update on issues related to outdoor activities.

Thank you for your interest!

NAME:  ______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:  ___________________________________________________________________

CITY:  ___________________________________ STATE/ZIP:  __________________________

PHONE:  _______________________________ EMAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________

HARRISBURG  OFFICE:
PO Box 202139, Harrisburg, PA 17120-2139
(717) 783-2037     Fax (717) 705-1948
Email:  mpeifer@pahousegop.com
Web: RepPeifer.com

Mentored Youth Hunting Legislation 
Signed Into Law

On June 24, legislation creat-
ing a mentored youth hunting 
program was signed into law as 
Act 9 of 2011.

The law permits the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission to enact 
regulations for a Mentored Youth 
Hunting Program (MYHP).  This 
includes allowing the transfer of 
certain tags or permits from a li-
censed mentor hunter to a youth 
hunter participating in the MYHP.

The law limits young hunters to one anterless deer li-
cense in each license year.  Also, the law reduces the age 
requirement for an individual to receive a falconry permit 
was reduced from 16 to 12 years of age.

The MYHP was created in 2006 to expand youth hunt-
ing opportunities and promote hunting safety for hunt-
ers under the age of 12.  The goal is to instill a love of the 
outdoors, to increase interest in hunting and to provide 
hunting experience at an early age.

         ADOPTED 2011-12 FURBEARER HUNTING SEASONS
COYOTES: No closed season. Unlimited. Outside of any big game season (deer, bear, elk 

and turkey), coyotes may be taken with a hunting license or a furtaker license, and without 
wearing orange.  During any big game season, coyotes may be taken while lawfully hunting 
big game or with a furtaker’s license.

RACCOON and FOXES: Oct. 22-Feb. 18, unlimited.
OPOSSUM, SKUNKS & WEASELS: No closed season, except Sundays.  No limits.
BOBCAT (WMUs 2A, 2C, 2E, 2F, 2G, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4D and 4E):  Jan. 17-Feb. 7.   
One bobcat per license year, but all licensed furtakers may obtain one permit.

ADOPTED 2011-12 TRAPPING SEASONS
MINK and MUSKRAT: Nov. 19-Jan. 8. Unlimited.
COYOTE, FOXES, OPOSSUM, RACCOON, SKUNKS and WEASELS: Oct. 23-Feb. 19.  No limit.
COYOTE and FOXES (Statewide) Cable Restraints: Dec. 26-Feb. 19.  No limit.       

Participants must pass cable restraint certification course. 
BEAVER (Statewide): Dec. 26-March 31 (Limits vary depending on WMU).
BOBCAT (WMUs 2A, 2C, 2E, 2F, 2G, 3A, 3B, 3C, 3D, 4A, 4D and 4E):  Dec. 17-Jan. 8. 

One bobcat per license year, and all licensed furtakers may obtain one permit.
FISHER (WMUs 2C, 2D, 2E and 2F): Dec. 17-22. One fisher per license year, and all-

licensed furtakers may obtain one permit.

ADOPTED 2011-12 FALCONRY SEASONS
SQUIRRELS (combined), BOBWHITE QUAIL, RUFFED GROUSE, COTTONTAIL RAB-

BITS, SNOWSHOE OR VARYING HARE, RINGNECK PHEASANT (Male or Female com-
bined): Sept. 1-March 31.  Daily and Field Possession limits vary.  (Migratory game bird 
seasons and bag limits for falconers will be set in accordance with federal regulations in 
August.)

THINK SAFETY FIRST


